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SOME WORK ON THE LYMPHATIC GLANDS.* 





By A. Wirson Dons, M. D., Fredonia, N. Y. 


It is quite out of the question to exhaustively treat a subject 
of such importance as the lymphatic glanular system in a paper 
which must of necessity be brief, and it is not my intention—even 
if I were able—to attempt to do so. If I shall succeed in pointing 
out how little, comparatively, is known about the lymph glands and 
their function, and how many questions in relation to them which 
are constantly occurring to the minds of physicians still remain un- 
answered, the aim and object of this paper will have been fulfilled. 

I have not read all the literature on the subject, but from what 
I have read, and what I have learned from the examination of 
glands from between thirty and forty different subjects, it appears to 
me that although the minute anatomy of these glands is pretty well 
understood, yet one important, perhaps the most important point, 
viz: the distribution of the blood-vessels, is still in dispute. Of 
their physiology we know nothing, or next to nothing, certainly. 
Of their pathology that they become the seat primarily, and second- 
arily of certain diseased conditions. 

Now, let me ask, is it not important under the supposition which 
I believe will be found to be a true one, that these glands play 
some part in the foundation of the blood corpuscle, that we should 
know the exact relationship between the blood’ and lymph streams 
in these glands? Yet I do not believe it is certainly known because 
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I cannot from any sections I have yet seen, convince myself that 
the distribution of the capillaries as given by Swain and others is 
true, and because I have never seen an account or drawing of a 
double) injection; of the lymph’ and’ blood-vessels; which would be 
the best evidefice, and which I believe would “have béen published 
if it had been obtained. There is another question which is sug- 
gested by the appearance of sections of these organs, viz: What 
are all these free nuclei which one sees? Are they young lymph 
corpuscles or not? And is the lymph corpuscle identical with the 
white blood corpuscle? And then which is the elder, the white 
or the red? 


Then take leucocythemia, lymph-adinoma, pernicious anemia, 
and that class of diseases, how much do we know of their 
pathology? And can we know it until we know something of where 
and how the essential constituents of the blood are found? and that 
involves the question of the physiology of the lymphatics. One can 
go on asking questions almost ad infinitum in this direction and re- 


ceive no satisfactory answer. 

Now, I believe that the solution of some of these questions lies 
in determining just what the capillary circulation in a lymph 
gland is. I believe this because first, if these glands are small store- 
houses for lymph corpuscles with a frame-work of connective tissue, 
which is formed material—they would not need a blood supply of 
their own, nor would they have young growing cells. But they do 
have a blood supply, and there are large numbers of free bioplasts, 
and I believe that when we find exactly what the distribution of the 
capillaries is, we will find that these new cells begin their growth in 
the lymph glands. 

In conclusion, I hope the society will excuse the disjointed and 
unsatisfactory character of this paper, which has been written at odd 
moments as I was able, and which I feel is anything but complete. 








A New ANTIsEPTIC.—Those who use iodoform in the consult- 
ing roorh must frequently have been seriously annoyed by its power- 
ful and persistent smell. Drs. Silber and Ciammician, of Rome, 
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have found an admirable substitute, which has all the advantages 
of iodoform without its odor or, it is said, its poisonous properties. 
This substance is iodol, which occurs as a dark powder with a slight 
scent, reminding one of thymol. It is very slightly soluble, and is best 
used either in substance or suspended in glycerine, or made into an 
ointment with vaseline. A lotion can also be made by dissolving one 
gramme of iodol in 16 grammes of alcohol, and adding 34 grammes 
of glycerine. Most brilliant results have been attained by the use of 
the substance itself on chancres and syphilitic adenitis. In simple 
indolent ulcers, too, the use of the iodol lotion has been very bene- 
ficial. A spot of lupus on the leg was treated by injections of iodol 
solution into the surrounding subcutaneous tissue, with the result 
of preventing the disease from spreading. Iodol has also proved 
useful in fungating joint diseases. Over 200 observations have been 
made, and neither erysipelas nor diphtheritic condition of wounds 
has occurred.—Med. Times (London), from Wien. Med. Blatt. 








MENSTRUATION IN AN INFANT TWENTY-TWO MONTHS OLD.* 


By O. S. Martin, M. D., Salamanca, N. Y. 





June 13, 1885, Mrs. E came to my office bringing her 
female child, aged about two years and two months. The mother 
informed me that something over four months previous the baby 
was taken with a train of symptoms, consisting of fever, headache, 
eyes hot and red, pain in the bowels and vomiting, and that the 
next morning she saw upon the night-clothes stains of blood. The 
headache and other symptoms had nearly disappeared, but a slight 
discharge of blood from the vulva continued for twenty-four to 
thirty-six hours, gradually diminishing. Thinking the child might 
have been injured by fall or otherwise, she let it pass, and had nearly 
forgotten the incident, when in afew weeks the same symptoms and 
result was repeated with the exception, that now the discharge 
was more in quantity, color dark and odorless. It continued about 
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the same length of time as before, and passed away. The mother 
at this time decided to see a physician in regard to the matter, but 
living a long distance in the country was unable to do so, and did 
the next very proper thing: consulted the “Old Ladies’”—worms 
the cause, and pink and senna the remedy, which was given. In 
another month’s time (the mother having remembered the date of 
the last attack), the same thing was repeated with an increase of 
symptoms, and leaving the little one weak and exhausted. Soon 
after this a physician was consulted who said: “It was no uncom- 
mon occurrence in nervous children; had had several such cases; 
might be due to worms.” Prescribed a tonic and assured the 
mother there would be no furthur return of the trouble. 

During the succeeding weeks the patient was fretful and uneasy, 
appetite poor and debilitated generally; with the near approach of 
the “period” these conditions were all intensified. These, in con- 
nection with the former symptoms, completely prostrated the child, 
and she was confined to the bed for several days. As soon as the 
patient recovered sufficiently she was brought to me upon the date 
above given. I found her anemic, emaciated, nervous and restless 
in the extreme; crying if restrained in the least; abdomen hard and 
sensitive; bowels irregular, inclined to constipation; appetite poor. 

Upon inquiry I found the health of both parents excellent. 
Also, that during pregnancy with this child (which was the third), 
the mother had no mishap of any kind, carried to full term, and was 
successfully delivered. The child, also, previous to the time first 
mentioned, was healthy, strong, well developed, easily pleased and 
playful. An examination of the external organs showed a normal 
and apparently healthy condition. I prescribed chin-ars.*, three 
times daily, and ordered patient brought to me (if possible)—as 
soon as discharge manifested itslf. About two weeks from this 
date she came again. All the symptoms as given by the mother had 
returned with a dark, thin, sanguineous discharge from the vulva. 
I continued the prescription, and added puls.™. One dose at bed- 
time every night for a month, and to report at next period. She 
did so in exactly twenty-eight days. At this time there was an 
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amelioration of all the symptoms, and the child stronger and less 
restless; discharge lighter in color and less in amount—continued 
the puls. 

August 22 was the sixth regular period; found a return of the 
previous condition, but very light—discharge a mere stain—patient 
stronger and better in every respect. Gave puls. as before, and one 
dose of sulphur.™ every other morning. I did not see the little one 
for several weeks and then found there had been no return of 
previous trouble. She had regained perfect health, and am sure 
continues well to the present time, otherwise I should have been 
notified. 








ADDRESS OF 0. 5. RUNNELS, M. D., 


President of the American Institute of Hom@opathy. 





[CoNcLUDED. ] 


We have too long been stumbling over the apparent contradic- 
tion of “similia” and “idem,” and have thus in a measure been 
debarred from the fruits of our conquest. Words are but clumsy 
vehicles for thought, and alas, how often only serve to shut out the 
meaning intended. To comprehend the thing for which they stand, 
we must look beyond them into the very soul of the question. For, 
whatever words may do, principles do notclash. God never allowed 
one truth to go to war with another or in any way infringe upon or 
circumscribe its action. Co-relation and inter-dependence is every- 
where expressed. 


A great law is like the center of a stellar system; for in its mighty 
sweep around a greater center it carries with it a brood of satellites, 
which not only revolve about it, but which draw from it their light 
‘ and heat. Such a sun is “ Similia Similibus Curatur,” and such is 
its place in the domain of therapeutics. Wherever remedies have 
acted in the prevention and cure of diseases, they have shown their 
allegiance to this centripetal power. In their various exhibitions 
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of ability, often under the most adverse and embarrassing circum- 
stances—as in polypharmacy, they have in their actions and reactions 
observed loyalty to this therapeutic principle, and have more and 
more voiced the demand for a single remedy, the minimum quantity 
and the similar condition. 

Thus, through the ages “has this increasing purpose run” all 
opposing influences to the contrary notwithstanding. For, “con- 
traria,” alias allopathy, its chief antagonist—the self-styled “regular” 
of to-day (and which is typical of all our opponents), is as ever a 
wandering comet—has no gravital center or guiding principle. 
Having started nowhere, it can go nowhere, but into eventual ob- 
livion. The great therapeutic facts that sparkle in and appear to 
be a part of its immense tail.are really not of it—do not move with 
it. They are the stars that shine through its appendage; they are’ 
the planets-and satellites—the primaries and secondaries—of a 
therapeutic system—even “similia,” which seems to dominate the 
therapeutic universe. Such being the far-reaching majesty of this 
law, it is not singular that men are attracted to it, both consciously 
and unconsciously, as steel is drawn to a magnet, and that all efforts 
to repel them are unavailing. For here is a principle, that in one 
short century has turned the medical world upside down, and, 
wrought more changes for good than all previous contributions to 
the healing art combined. 

This is the leaven that has worked and is working its marvel- 
ous transformations through that whole incongruous mass of jum- 
bled facts called “the accumulated experiences of the profes- 
sion,” bringing order out of disorder and system out of chaos. 
Heroic treatment, omnibus prescriptions, the lancet, leech, cautery, 
et al., have been driven before it and are now employed only in re- 
mote or benighted regions, or by those practitioners who have been 
stationary: since the 18th century. 

“The proving of medicines on the healthy, the single remedy 
and the fractional dose, are being appropriated by the old school as 
a benefaction; while the law of similars has forced its way both to 
open recognition and clandestine acceptance in the form of the op- 
posite action of large and small quantities of drugs.” —HuGues. 
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The literature of the whole medical world has felt the effect; 
and those works are the most popular in the old school that are the 
most saturated with this teaching—as is attested by the remedy dis- 
posal of Bartholow, Brunton, Philips, and the eleven editions of 
Ringer. 

Commerce, also, is paying its tribute. The sails of trade are 
filled with its breezes. Even its enemies have been forced to manu- 
facture and vend its wares. Our little pills, triturations and inno- 
cent dilutions are no longer such objects of hatred and derision as 
they were in the Leipsic days. For inventive genius has been called 
to the rescue, and we are offered, forsooth, the clever counterfeit 
in the shape of “sugar powders,” “sugar and gelatine-coated pills,” 
“parvules,” “compressed tablets” and tasteless pharmaceutical 
preparations. 

Drug houses, big and little, are scrambling for the place, and 
are now willing to incur the displeasure of their old-time gods, and 
become, even in small measure, homceopathic pharmacies. 

In every live country of the globe the same tendencies are mani- 
fest—the same scenes witnessed. Wherever freedom dwells the 
most securely, there homceopathy grows the most luxuriantly, and 
its demands are conceded the most generously. Rulers and law- 
makers are growing sensitive to its requirements and the public 
wants are better heeded. Colleges, hospitals and dispensaries are 
chartered and endowed for it by the state, and public institutions 
are placed under its care. Within the present summer, the Massa- 
chusetts legislature has appropriated the additional sum of $180,000 
to complete and equip the Homeceopathic Hospital for the Insane 
at Westboro—thus swelling the State’s aid to this institution alone 
to the magnificent sum of over $500,o0o—while that large penal in- 
stitution—the Ohio Penitentiary—has, in the same time, been placed 
under homeopathic care. In addition to these, our National Con- 
gress has recently given homeopathy governmental recognition by 
making an appropriation of $15,000 for the completion of the 
National Homeopathic Hospital at the Capital. 

To further show that the spirit of this medical revival is not 
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dead; and that it is not the crippled three-legged stool so face- 
tiously described by the misguided Holmes over forty years ago, 
I call you to witness, that since the utterance of that satirical state- 
ment there have been chartered and established in this country 
fifteen Homeopathic colleges, which have standards of require- 
ment equal to any in the land, which graduate annually over four 
hundred doctors, and which have alumni numbering over seven 
thousand; that during this time more than a duplicate number of 
physicians have joined their ranks bringing diplomas from old 
schools; and that to-day, after one generation has passed away in 
death, there are more than ten thousand physicians openly prac- 
ticing homceopathy in the United States; while the number in the 
old school who are clandestinely practicing it, and feeling their way 
into it, is astonishingly large; that the homeeopathic literature is re- 
spectable, being represented annually in periodicals and books by 
an aggregate of more than twenty-five thousand pages; that we 
have one national, seven sectional and twenty-eight state societies, 
embracing an aggregate membership of over three thousand; that 
there are in this country more than fifty general and special hospi- 
tals possessing property valued at over $5,000,000 and treating 
annually upwards of 25,000 patients; that we have forty-eight dis- 
pensaries where from one or two hundred thousand poor receive 
annually gratuitous treatment; and that the patrons of homceopathy 
comprise millions of the most cultured and wealthy citizens of the 
Republic—every one of them filled with the missionary spirit and 
the desire to spread this medical gospel to the remotest bounds. 
Having once walked in the better way, they have no wish to return 
to the old labyrinth. 

Even that barrier to medical progress, that Chinese wall around 
therapeutic science—that barricade against truth built by the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, and known as Sec. 1, Art. 4, Code of 
Ethics—even that, I say, has felt the battering-ram of this changed 
public opinion and is tumbling to the ground. 

I need not recount to you the steps of the desperate conflict 
that is now being waged behind its bars. But one thing is remarke 
able; it is not those from without who are endeavoring to scale this 
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wall, but those from within. Sick of the prison-life to which it sub- 
jects them, they have attacked their keepers, and are in deadly 
struggle for freedom. The cry is:. “ Liberty, equality, fraternity.” 
It takes no prophetic eye to see that the Bastile must go—aye, is 
going. 

That influence, now, which has wrought all this change; that 
“Social Contract” which has fermented all this revolution; that 
heaven-born truth, “Similia,” which like a day-star has led men on 
to those great achievements—what of that? Is its mission ended? 
Has the time come to furl its banner and blot out the distinc- 
tions for which it has stood? No; to state it is to condemn it. As 
well ask the followers of the Divine Master to abandon that title 
bestowed upon them at Antioch, and no longer be known as 
“Christians,” as to enjoin the abrogation of that name, which is 
above every name in healing—even homceopathy—with all that that 
implies. For a word is but the sign of an idea, a mere device 
for identifying a person or thing. In and of itself there is nothing 
odious. It is the thing for which it stands that is good or bad— 
attractive or repugnant. It is not, therefore, the mere cancellation 
of the word homeopathy that is demanded, but the cessation of the 
life it represents; the abolition of its manifestations; the death of 
its organization. For more than four score years, this modest ex- 
action has been made, but with what result, obtained in the face of 
what tremendous odds, the world knows. After the accomplish- 
ment of such vast good, and while it is but yet on the threshold of 
its great mission, it is clear that it is not destined soon to expire. 
The great Over-ruler will see to it, as He has in the past, that it is 
not blotted out; that men do not sell it for pieces of silver or betray 
it by means of a kiss. 

Homeeopathy is here by divine command, has a vast realm yet to 
evangelize and redeem, and it will remain until all Ringer-like 
plagiarism shall be extinguished; until it shall be dishonorable for 
men to clandestinely adopt it, in whole or in part, and then openly 
oppose it and persecute it; until it can go unchallenged into any 
medical council or medical journal in the world, and until there are 
no more diseases to heal. 
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Followers of Hahnemann: To you has been given the nurture 
and defence of this great truth. To you has been issued the com- 
mand: Go into all the world and preach this gospel. Fail not to 
acquit yourselves worthily and to stand firmly in the exposition of 
‘all that is true and of good report in medicine. 

Gathered, now, in annual conclave, there are some things 
around this council-board that we should seriously consider, hon- 
estly confess and faithfully reform. For in the inventory of our 
possessions we have both needs and short-comings. In the spirit 
of truth, therefore, and for the mutual and general good, let us take a 
candid survey of the field; let us give and take wholesome criticism. 

The most inexcusable and reprehensible thing among us to-day 
is the intolerance of opinion on various points so emphatically man- 
ifest. We are too much filled with the esprit de corps of the old 
camp—the spirit of the old day in opinion when it was damnable to 
doubt and heresy to think otherwise than you were bid to think. 
There is too much tendency among us to employ the “ boycott,” 
and to ostracise those who are not of our conviction. If you do 
not employ that potency in prescribing which I deem the most de- 
sirable; or if you do not accept my estimate and rendition of cer- 
tain theories promulgated in the Organon, than you are as an alien 
and heathen—worse even than the common enemy! One holds 
that medicines exhaust their curative powers before the twelfth 
potency is reached and that all above that.is “ moonshine”; another 
believes that the cure is best made with the higher and highest 
potencies, and that any deviation from their employment is “ mon- 
grelism” and “allopathy.” This whole epithet-spirit is born of 
evil and is the carrier of no good thing. It is all contrary to the 
mind and heart of science. It is the medieval over again. It should 
be at once consigned to oblivion and heard of no more among 
us. Strike with all your ability for that which you hold to be true, 
but generously accord your fellows the same privilege. 

Remembering that Hering “never accepted a single theory in 
the Organon as there promulgated,” and that it is the essence of 
Hahnemann’s teaching “to totally disregard all theories—even 





Address of President Runnels. 247 





those of one’s own fabrication—when they are in opposition to the 
results of pure experience,” let us catch and hold the catholic spirit 
of the great Dunham and thus fuse ourselves into -one harmonious 
body of scientific workers—each tolerant of the other’s views, 

The question of dose was an open one when Hahnemann left it, 
It is an open one still; and cannot be settled as by the voice of a 
Pope. To reach the final establishment of both the rule and excep- 
tion as applied to the requisite dose of each individual drug, in each 
particular case, appeal must still further be made to those great 
arbiters “ime and experience. 

I think, further, we should all be better readers of Hahnemann’s 
writings. ~There is too much ignorance on all hands, as to what he 
actually taught. One should understand his environment and the 
limitations of the knowledge of his time in order to judge of his 
great abilities and make proper estimate of what he said and did. 

The Organon should have first place among the text-books of 
every college; and every curriculum should make provisions for its 
thorough study. A knowledge of the origin and growth to the 
present day of the various tenets of our belief should be obligatory 
upon all. Thus, only, shall students be established in correct prac- 
tices, and be prepared to give well-grounded reasons for their con- 
victions. 

Again, every member of our ranks should be found in his place 
doing his utmost for the dissemination of this principle. As long 
as our opponents are so thoroughly organized, it is our bounden 
duty to associate. Our societies should be strengthened by the 
membership of every subscriber to the law. Particularly is this so 
with regard to the American Institute. This is our representative 
body; and should be the pride of every loyal subject. Every one 
should be intensely interested in its welfare, the growth of its mem- 
bership, and the correct expression of its influence. By the fruits 
of this tree are we known and rated the world over. Every disci- 
ple of Hahnemann, therefore, in America,: should see to it! that his 
name:is ‘on its roll of members and that he is doing all he can to 
have it properly express this great truth. He should see to it that 
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he does not lend himself to counteracting influences in the establish- 
ment of societies that will cripple the forces of this society which is 
superior to all. This year, no less than four so-called “ National” 
societies—besides this Institute, and composed almost entirely of 
its members—are meeting within this small city within the week— 
the most of them holding meetings during the same time as that oc- 
cupied by the Chief. With all my might, I say, this should not be. 
The proper place for every one of these societies is inside the 
American Institute of Homoeopathy. And the proper and para- 
mount business of this session is to see to it that these distracting 
and emasculating influences are from this time on neutralized. In 
these days of combination, such a diversity of effort should no 
longer be allowed to continue. These five societies should be 
“pooled” and the best efforts of all the members centered on the 
up-building of one common society that shall stand for all and that 
shall make. its name lustrous throughout the world! 

To this end, we should as an Institute abandon our primite 
methods and adjust ourselves to the demands of mature life. As it 
is, we are miserably cramped and nobody is satisfied. Not a single 
bureau is able to get the time necessary for the proper considera- 
tion of its subject. Members are forced to hear their papers upon 
which they have expended much time and thought read by title and 
referred without discussion. It will not do to longer print volumes 
of so-called “‘ Transactions” made up almost entirely of “ referred 
papers”; or, what is still more aggravating, papers which have been 
mangled to death by an “abstract.” It will not do longer to 
have sessions practically void of discussions. For this is why these 
collateral societies have been formed. This is the reason why 
many old members will not attend or furnish papers for these meet- 
ings, and will not pay their dues. If we would not have every one 
of our bureaus represented by a collateral society and our member- 
ship lose its animation, ,we must no longer continue the suicidal 
order. It must no longer be heard that “the Institute is in a rut”; 
“is run by a ring” and “its active members are smothered to 
death.” 
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We must enlarge the area of our building to such an extent as to 
provide every one of our bureaus with ample accommodations; so 
that the bureaus in their turn may abolish all hindrances to ad- 
vancement; may cease forcing their members to consider only text- 
book topics, and allow reports of original investigations along any 
line. When that is done, progress will be watched in this Institute; 
the enthusiasm of its work will become contagious, and its member- 
ship, which has been practically stationary for the last ten years, 
will be multiplied by two, three or four. 

There is no way to do this except by the adoption of the section 
plan. If you say “we have tried that” I shall question it most 
rigidly. Ina large body like this no effort of that kind can be 
called a trial which does not embrace several sessions. Time must 
be allowed to get the machinery in order and working smoothly. 
Opportunity must be granted for amendment. We must have a 
chance to improve what is defective and supply what is wanting. 

In this manner we shall succeed as have larger societies before 
us, notably the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, and shall thus quadruple our working ability. Consonant 
with such a change all needless barriers to membership should be 
torn away. We must study the problem as it is. Most young phy- 
sicians are in straightened circumstances. They have mortgaged 
the future, many of them, to secure their education and make the 
outfit for practice. While it is a great inconvenience to be impecu- 
nious at such a time, it is not necessarily a misfortune. The fact, 
however, remains that ten dollars is a sum that would be seriously 
missed by very many who would gladly join us but who are thus de- 
barred. I therefore question the wisdom of our present finance 
methods, particularly the imposition of an initiation fee, a demand 
without any obvious equivalent. Better abolish that fee entirely. 

I respectfully suggest, therefore, that you at once appoint a 
special committee who shall consider this whole matter, and report 
a plan in the early part of the session, embodying all, for our con- 
sideration and adoption. 

During the session of 1868, at the instance of Dr. Carroll Dunham, 
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ham, this Institute appointed a committee to compile for it a Phar- 
macopeeia, which when published should be the official guide for 
the homeceopathic pharmacists in this country. Dr. Dunham was 
made chairman of this committee and spent years in the prosecu- 
tion of the work, which was finally interrupted by the Centennial 
Convention, and the early death of its indefatigable president. 
Among Dr. Dunham's papers was found a pile of disconnected MSS. 
awaiting final arrangement for the press. Unavailing effort was 
made to find some one who was willing to take up and complete the 
work; but the committee dragged itself along and was finally, in 
1880, discharged. Thus it ended and thus it remains to this day. 
Since then two works have been issued to supply this demand, but 
inasmuch as they are at variance on vital points, there is still no 
uniformity in the preparations of our remedies; there is no authori- 
tative command for our pharmacists to follow. Investigations made 
by the Institute in the past, and the researches of its Bureau of 
Pharmacy, which will be voiced to you during this session, all show 
how great is our need in this direction. When dried herbs and 
roots are substituted for fresh succulent ones in the manufacture of 
tinctures, and when triturations are proven to be as variable as the 
names of their makers, it is high time that something definite be 
done by this body to enforce uniformity. Then let the work of 
issuing an authoritative pharmacopeeia be again taken up and carried 
to an early completion. 

This will be an appropriate supplement to that other great work, 
the compilation of the Cyclopedia of Drug Pathogenesy, over which 
the American Institute and the British Homeopathic Society for 
the last two years have conjointly had a fostering care. 

The purity and reliability of our materia medica is a consumma- 
tion to be desired by all; but we have hardly yet begun to realize 
the great work that is here being accomplished for our science. 
To have the pathogenesis of every drug well authenticated; to have 
it freed from.all error; to have it present the real truth of drug- 
ability in every instance; is to plant the feet of every prescriber on 
on the bed-rock of certainty; is to supply him with knowledge that 
will sustain him in the hours of extremity. 
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The three numbers of this publication already received attest 
the ability and faithfulness of the work thus far accomplished, and 
furnish a tangible outline of its great usefulness. Nothing should 
be allowed to interrupt or embarrass the prosecution and completion 
of this work so well begun. We should continue to extend to its 
editors—our appointees—the substantial encouragement they need 
to carry out this work. For it is safe to say that this is the nearest 
approximation to a “Pure Materia Medica” we have ever yet at- 
tained, and is a vast step in the right direction. The great work of 
our future is to perfect our acquaintance with the physiological ac- 
tion of drugs, by all the aids to observation furnished by modern 
science, and to present that knowledge in its acceptable form. 

Finally, we are pained to note the absence here of faces long 
familiar, which can meet with us no more, having preceded us to 
the land of the unknown. Like soldiers returning from battle we 
miss these comrades who have stood shoulder to shoulder with us 
on many hard fought fields, and who were battle-scarred veterans 
when the most of us here present entered the ranks. They have 
been the light of our councils and the source of reliance in times of 


need. Is there one among us who is not thus bereaved ? 


‘*Tt singeth low in every heart 
We hear it each and all, 

A song of those who answer not 
However we may call. 

They throng the silence of the breast; 
We see them as of yore, 

The kind, the true, the brave, the sweet, 
Who walk with us no more.” 


It remains for us now to emulate their example in all good works, 
and if possible, by added zeal counteract their loss. These mem- 
ories of our past—its fellowships and achievements—should bind us 
in closer allegiance to truth, and should inspire us—during the life- 
remnant—with greater fidelity in our work. 

In closing, I desire to extend to you, fellow members, my sincere 
thanks for the high honor conferred upon me at your last meeting. 

In grateful appreciation of this, your most valued gift, it is my 
earnest desire to subserve only your best interests. In the conduct 
of these affairs, therefore, I bespeak your kind assistance and patient 
indulgence. 





Che 
Physicians and Surgeons’ Investigator. 


EDITORIAL STAFF. 


ASA S. COUCH, M. D., Frevonia, N. Y., Editor-in-Chiez. 
F. PARK LEWIS, M. D., Burrato, N. Y., Managing Editor. 
ASSOCIATES: 
ex, M. D., Rochester, N. Y. G. R. Stearns, M. D., Buffalo, N. Y. 


L 
Bug tt, M. D., Rochester, N. Y. S. N. Brayton, M. D., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Wricurt, M. D., Buffalo, N. Y. W. B. Girrorp, M. D., Attica, N. Y. 


The Editors are not responsible for opini expressed by Contributors. 








j.M. 
j. W. 
A.R. 











BUFFALO, N. Y., AUGUST, 1886. 








THE MATERIA MEDICA OF THE FUTURE. 

We are indebted to Dr. Hughes for a copy of No. IV. of 
The Cyclopedia of Drug Pathogenesey. It may be said of this work 
that it-is, and it is likely to remain, sui generis. It is unlike any 
homeceopathic materia medica which has preceded it, and as it is 
very complete and full in all its parts it is improbable that anything 
similar to it will hereafter be attempted. For new provings and for 
clinical observations after the completion of the present undertak- 
ing new volumes will be added as required. It is well, therefore, 
for our colleagues of both schopls to possess themselves of the 
work now while it may be obtained at a minimum cost. For such 
as may be ignorant of its scope we will set down its distinguishing 
features. They were compiled under the following instructions, 
conjointly adopted by the American Institute of Homceopathy and 
the British Homceopathic Society: 

1. Give the scientific name and synonyms of each article, and 
its natural order. 

2. Give a narrative of all provings, stating the symptoms in 
the order of their occurrence, with such condensation as complete- 
ness allows. 

3. Give, in describing virulent drugs, such selected cases as 
may properly illustrate the various forms of poisoning by them, con- 
densed as before. 
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4. Give the results of experiments on the lower animals, where 
of value; generally in abstract, 

5. Trace all versions and copies to their originals, and verify, 
correct, or reproduce therefrom. 

6. Include, as a rule, no drug that has not shown pathogenetic 
power in two or more persons. 

7. Include in the narratives, as a rule, no symptoms reported as 
occurring from a drug administered to the sick. 

8. Include no symptoms reported as occurring in the persons 
of provers under the influence of other drugs, or when in conditions 
or circumstances not allowing a clear reflection of the pathogenetic 
influence -of the article under consideration. 

9. Include symptoms reported as coming from attenuations 
above the twelfth decimal only when in accord with symptoms 
from attenuations below. 

In the progress of the work so far, these rules have been strictly 
adhered to. It will be seen that some of them possess especial in- 
terest. For example, Rule V. requires that all versions shall be 
traced to their original sources, verified and corrected; while Rule 
III. provides, in the descriptions of virulent drugs, for the giving of 
“such selected cases as may properly illustrate the various forms of 


poisoning by them.” This method of proceeding is extremely satis- 


factory in two ways—it dissipates the unsettledness and doubtful 
state of mind which waits upon massed symptoms, given without 
reference or authorities, while the “selected cases” allow each stu- 
dent to draw his own inferences in several important directions. 
But we had not intended to enter upon a full reference to the valu- 
able features of this work at the present time. The rules set down 
can be “ read and inwardly digested ” by all, and we believe the re- 
sult will be a desire for its possession. We believe that it is to be 
the homceopathic materia medica of the future, and that it will prove 
the crowning glory of two already illustrious lives. 

Since writing the foregoing, the value of that feature of the 
Cyclopedia which cites illustrated cases, has been still more strongly 
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impressed upon our mind. In looking over one of the older materia 
medicas we found this symptom, under one of our highly toxical 
drugs—like Calcarea—“braying like an ass.’ Now, if the prover 
of the remedy, the dose and its repetition, had been given in this 
case, it might have assisted judgment as to whether the symptom 
was objective of the drug or was the possible result of a precedent 
constitutional condition. 

In this particular instance the knowledege would be peculiarly 
valuable because of the frequency of the symptom in practice on 
account of “ mental over-strain.” 








WHICH WAS TO BE DEMONSTRATED. 

The Chicago Medical Times, the leading exponent of eclecticism, 
quotes the following declaration of principles from the /avestigator: 
“ The law of the state of New York recognizes three distinct schools 
of medicine. Two of these have a right to exist just so long as the 
fundamental principle, upon which they differ, remains a source of 
contention. The third, the eclectic, is the joint property of both, 
and never had and does not possess a sufficient basis for the estab- 
lishment or perpetuation of further schism in the general profession. 
Liberal allopathy zs eclecticism in its broadest and best sense; while 
liberal homceopathy supplements the deficient drug provings, in- 
separable from an imperfectly developed system by the best that the 
most catholic clinical experience can offer.” In commenting on the 
above the Zimes graciously acknowledges that “ /bera/ allopathy ts 
certainly eclecticism.” It is a geometrical axiom that “things equal 
to the same thing are equal to each other.” Eclecticism is, there- 
fore, certainly allopathy. 

Syllogism: A school having no distinctive principles has no 
right of separate existence. 

Major Premise: Eclecticism and allopathy are one. 

Minor Premise: Eclecticism has no distinctive principles. 

Conclusion: FEclecticism, as a school of medicine, has no right 
of separate existence, and must therefore go: 

Quad erat demonstrandum. 
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A most unkind and dishonorable violation of professional con- 
fidence is found in the July number of the Medical Bulletin. It is 
a paper by one Dr. Engle, in which, to maintain his own personal 
reputation as a diagnostician, he publishes, under the thin veil of 
initials, the confidential disclosures of a man widely known and uni- 
versally respected by his associates, and this, notwithstanding his 
“solemn promise” to use no names. Such perfidy ought not to be 
allowed to go unrebuked. 








TREATMENT OF THE INSANE. 


. The following is taken from an interesting editorial in a recent 
number of Frank Leslie's [illustrated Newspaper: 

“New York was the first of the states to recognize the claims of 
the homeopathic system of medical treatment in founding an Asy- 
lum for the Insane. As a matter of course, the older and so-called 
‘regular’ medical fraternity were vehemently opposed to the 
founding of this institution, under state authority and supervision, 
upon the ground that homeopathy was unscientific—quackery, in 
short—and therefore should not be encouraged. But the friends of 
the new system contended that it was no more a function of the 
state to decide what is scientific in medicine than what is orthodox 
in religion. Homeceopathy being accepted by a large, respectable 
and intelligent portion of the community as the best system of med- 
ical practice, it was only fair, they said, that the state, if it were to 
undertake the care of the insane, should act impartially towards 
the old and the new systems, indorsing neither as exclusively right, 
but giving both an equal chance. 

“ After a hard battle this idea was accepted as rational and just, 
and the Asylum for the Insane at Middletown, Orange county, first 
organized in 1868 as a private institution, was adopted by the state 
in 1870. The sum of $75,000 had been subscribed by individuals, 
while the legislature subsequently made appropriations for the erec- 
tion of the necessary buildings and for the complete equipment of 
the institution. It has from the first been under the care of a highly 











256 Editorial. 





competent Board of Trustees, who have managed it with great dili- 
gence, fidelity and success, until now it may be regarded as resting 
upon solid foundations. It has, indeed, demonstrated by its work 
its right to exist, and justified the faith of its original founders and 
promoters. It has accommodations for four hundred patients. 
The location is healthful; the surroundings are all that could be de- 
sired. In regard to the results of its work, it is enough to say that 
they compare favorably with those of the asylums under allopathic 
direction. The percentage of cures in proportion to the number of 
patients discharged which was last year 50.38—is as great, so say 
the least, as under the older system, while the arrangements for the 
comfort of the patients are most commendable. 

“ The soul of such an institution is or should be its medical super- 
intendent. The man who has held this position for the last ten 
years in the Middletown Asylum is Dr. Selden H. Talcott, one of 
the most distinguished specialists in the country. His last annual 
report, presented to the legislature in January last, is a mine of val- 
uable information, not only revealing the whole internal arrange- 
ments of the institution, its methods of treatment and the reasons 
therefor, etc., but embracing valuable suggestions upon the whole 
subject of insanity, its causes, manifestations and cure, and clearly 
setting forth the duty of society and government to those whose 
minds are disordered. 

“The method of treatment which has proved so successful at 
Middletown embraces, as its salient features, kindness and gentle 
discipline; rest as a means for physicial and mental recuperation; 
enforced protection; open-air exercise, amusement and occupation, 
as stimulants to the renewal of health; diet and artificial feeding; 
mental and moral hygiene; and wholesome sanitary surroundings. 
The use of force and common restraints has been almost entirely 
dispensed with in this asylum, and the whole aim is to summon to 
the aid of the medical staff the self-possessed, though latent, powers 
of the patients.” 








Pror. Wm. H. Pancoast, who for twenty-seven years has been 
teaching anatomy at the Jefferson Medical College has resigned his 
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professorship in that institution, and has accepted the same chair in 
the Medico-Chirurgical College to which he was elected by the trus- 
tees. He brings with him the extensive anatomical museum col- 
lected by himself and his father, which for so many years was em- 
ployed in teaching the classes at the Jefferson College. 








MEDICAL EDUCATION CONSIDERED AT THE UNIVERSITY 
CONVOCATION. 

At the university convocation held at Albany July 9, Regent 
Watson, of Utica, read the following report from the committee on 
medical education, signed by himself, R. B. Fairbairn and Henry 
M. MacCracken: 

The committee appointed at the last convocation, to continue 
the consideration of the subject of medical education and licensure, 
beg leave to report that there are evidences of a growing sentiment 
on the part of the medical profession in favor of placing the control 
and regulation of medical licensure under state authority, several 
papers and addresses having been presented and read at medical 
meetings held in this state, in which the establishment of state 
boards of medical examiners has been endorsed and strongly re- 
commended. 

While progress is being made the movement has not reached a 
degree of development requiring specific action on the part of this 
body. These facts are, therefore, presented for the consideration 
of the convocation, coupled with the suggestion that the subject is 
one of sufficient importance to warrant the continuance of a com- 
mittee of observation. 

Chancellor Sims, of Syracuse, spoke in favor of instituting a 
change in the present method of obtaining a license to practice 
medicine. He thought instructors ought not to license students to 
practice. Neither ministers or lawyers are admitted to preach or 
practice by their teachers. An entrance into these professions is 
protected by proper safeguards, which are not applied to medical 
students; yet no good reasons are apparent why an exception 
should be made in favor of the latter class. . He hoped the convo- 
cation would endorse the principle of establishing tests of acquire- 


ments, on the part of medical students, by bodies other than their 
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instructors, and with this object in view he offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That in the judgment of this convocation, the power 
to license physicians should be vested in boards of examination dif- 
ferent from faculties of medical instruction. 








STATE HOMCE0PATHIC ASYLUM. 

We are rejoiced to learn of the continued and increasing pros- 
perity of the State Homceopathic Asylum for the Insane at Middle- 
town. The latest improvement consists in the completion of a new 
men’s day room, attached to Pavilion No. 2, and the letting of a 
contract for the building of another in the rear of Pavilion No. t 
(the female), the appropriation for each block of day rooms being 
$25,000. Our space will. not allow of a full description of these 
rooms or of the excellent and beneficent purposes for which they 
have been erected. Briefly, it may be stated that they are designed 
“st, for amusement; 2d, for instruction; 3d, for the better care of 
those who are sick; 4th, and lastly, to relieve the long and the cross 
halls of their burden of patients during the day, thus affording 
opportunity for, and the thorough ventilation of, the wards during 
the day.” It would be expected by all who know the large-hearted, 
intelligent and thoroughly-up-with-the-times superintendent of the 
institution that its management would be aggressive in all that can 
contribute to the interests of the unfortunates committed to his care. 
Such it always has been, until now it ranks second to no eleemosy- 
nary benefaction of the kind in the world. This should challenge 
the admiration of every citizen of the State, while it should espe- 
cially evoke the gratitude of each member of the school which it 
represents, towards him whose hard work and intense thoughtfulness 
have brought it to its present high standard of usefulness. 

The grand success of this asylum is a help to the cause of 
homeopathy and to every one of its votaries throughout the world. 
Let its physicians in this State see to it that by all honorable means 
it is sustained. 
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CHAT ABOUT BOOKS. 

Dr. Waring’s interesting Manual of Practical Therapeutics* dem- 
onstrates the remarkable advance that has taken place in the use of 
drugs in the old school of practice within comparatively few years. 
In a recent letter from Vienna the writer asserts that the expectant 
method has almost entirely replaced the heroic dosing of former 
times. That this is not the English method is demonstrated in this 
book. The work may be said to fairly represent the advanced 
medical thought of allopathy, and hence will be of value to every 
homceopathic practictioner. The time has come when the progressive 
physician will not rest satisfied with one side of any great truth. 
He demands the widest attainable knowledge. The statement was 
recently made in the Medical Record that homceopathists purchased 
more allopathic books, proportionately, than do the members of the 
old school of practice; and it is certainly a fact that large editions 
of homeopathic works are sold annually. This is as it should be. 
The homeeopathist is a philosopher; and that which is of the greatest 
practical value he will have, let its origin be what it may. A book, 
therefore, like this manual, which contains in compact form the best 
clinical experience of allopathy, will find a place on many a home- 
opathic table. 

A professor of materia medica in a homeopathic college was re- 
cently scored by a contemporary for teaching his students the doses 
and opiate effect of morphine. The point was not well taken. No 
physician should attempt to practice medicine until he has acquainted 
himself with the most complete knowledge of drug action which he 
can obtain. While the dynamic action of drugs is in accordance 
with the law of similars—and by dynamic we mean the character- 


istic secondary action—there are occasions in which the primary 
or the chemical effect is desired, and this, to the purist, is denied, 
and his limitations are necessarily restricted. Homoeopathy has in- 
deed done more than all other systems combined to bring healing 


* A Manual of Practical Therapeutics, considered with reference to articles of the materia 
medica. By Edward John Waring, C. I. E., M. D., Fellow Royal College Physicians, London 
etc. Fourth edition. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1886. 
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to the nations; but it would be a cause for sincere regret if, en- 
trenched behind the barriers of self-satisfied assurance, she refused 
to continue in the vanguard of progress. We notice that no men- 
tion is made in the work of the value of iodide of sodium in angina 
pectoris. Its importance is shown by Huchard in twenty reported 
cures. In the case of a medical friend this remedy has afforded 
marked benefit when the most carefully chosen similimum had given 
merely temporary relief. 


* * * * * 


An antithesis to this manual is found in the Zransactions of the 
International Hahnemannian Association® for’84and'8&5. The work 
for the two years fills a rather thin volume, well printed and neatly 
bound. The record of some of the cases reported is certainly 
astonishing; as, for example, that of senile cataract with quantita- 
tive preception of light—the diagnosis having been made by a 
specialist—resulting in complete restoration of vision. In some of 
the cases it would appear quite unwarrantable to attribute the re- 
sults in the smallest degree to the remedy employed. The study of 
Gelsemium is an excellent one, and will well repay perusal. The 
work on the whole is of interest and not without value. It is to be 
regretted, however, that a Pharisaical self-complacency is allowed 
to be made manifest in the use of the offensive epithet, “ mongrel,” 
as applied to those whose practice is not within the restricted range 
which this society demands. It is not dignified, and adds nothing 
to the value of the statements made in its connection. 

* * * * * 


In the interest of accurate prescribing we turn with no little 
pleasure to a pocket Repertory,t by Dr. Winterburn. What an in- 
defatigable worker that man Winterburn is! He appears to have 
a new book continually in the press. In the early days of home- 
opathy it was quite au fait for the physician to carry his cumbrous 


* Proceedings of the [nternational Hahnemannian Association for the years 1884-85. Pub- 
lished by the Association. Ann Arbor, Mich, 1886. 


+ A Repertory of the Most Characteristic Symptoms of the Materia Medica. Edited by Geo. 
Wn. Winterburn, Ph.D.,M.D. A. L. Chatterton & Co. New York. 
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symptomen codex with him to the bedside — “‘ mais nous avons 
changé tout cela’”’—and now even a little pocket remembrancer is 
looked on with suspicion, more is the pity. This is a compact little 
book of Winterburn’s—systematically arranged, and bound in flex- 
ible covers to be the more easily carried. For those who like that 
sort of thing it is just the sort of thing they would like. 

* * * * * 


The Massachusetts people have done better than we in New 
York in the typographical excellence of their annual volume of 
Transactions,* and a lot of bright fellows they are, too, as the quality 
of the papers indicates. It seems a pity, however, that so much 
good material should be buried in “ Proceedings” having such a 
limited circulation. Some of the essays are exceptionally good and 
worthy of a wide publicity. The secretary, Dr. Clapp, may have 
extra copies, and if so they are well worth writing for. 

» * * * * 


The fourth fascicle of Millspaugh’s fascinating work on our 
American Medicinal Plantst is even more beautiful and accurate 
than its three predecessors. One is immediately attracted by the life- 
like appearance of the dogwood, the cactus and the buttercup, and 
while we have had a familiar acquaintance with them as the cornus, 
the opuntia and the ranunculus, it requires a moment’s effort to re- 
cognize them as our old friends in their formal latin attire. Mills- 
paugh is certainly a talented and versatile fellow to succeed so 
admirably in the difficult task of classification and delineation. The 
work is as valuable to the botanist as to the physician, and it ought 
to have a wide circulation. We fear, though, that it will prove 
“caviare to the general.” 

* * * * * * * 

The Report of the New York State Board of Health for 1885} 

comes to us through the courtesy of our member of the board, 


* Publications of the Massachusetts Homeopathic Medical Society. Vol. viii. Boston: 1885. 

+ American Medical Plants. An Illustrated and Descriptive Guide, etc., by C. F. Millspaugh, 
M.D. Beericke & Tafel. Philadelphia: 1886. 

t Fifth Annual Report State Board of Health of New York. 1885. 
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Dr. Milbank, of Albany. The sanitary work which the Board is 
accomplishing throughout the State is doing much in the interest of 
preventative medicine and it is gratifying to know that the great 
loss which we sustained in Dr, Delevan’s death has not left our 
school without a competent representative. 


Society and Hospital Hotices. 


NEW YORK STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
A card from the Secretary, Dr. H. M. Dayfoot, calls attention 
to the fact that the semi-annual meeting of our State Society will be 
held at Niagara Falls September 7 and 8. The headquarters 
will be at the Cataract House, where the rates have been reduced 
to $3.00 per day. 
Special arrangements have been secured from all of the leading 








railroads, whereby those in attendance can secure return tickets at 
half fare. 

President Houghton will deliver the annual address on Tuesday 
evening, his subject being “The Medical Ethics of the Use and 
Abuse of Alcohol.” A cordial invitation is extended to all, and an 
interesting and profitable session is confidently anticipated. 








MEETING OF THE WESTERN NEW YORK HOMCOPATHIC 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

On the evening of August 5 a special meeting of the Homeeo- 
pathic Medical Society of Western New York was held at the resi- 
dence of Dr. L. M. Kenyon. In the absence of the President, Dr. 
Couch, the Vice-President, Dr. F. Park Lewis, occupied the chair. 
After paying a feeling tribute to the memory of the déceased he an- 
nounced that the object of the meeting was that suitable action 
might be taken by the Society in memory of their late associate. 

On motion of Dr. J. W. Cook, a committee was appointed by 
the chair to draft resolutions expressive of the sense of the meeting. 
The committee appointed consisted of Dr. L. M. Kenyon, A. R. 
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Wright and J. W. Cook. The report which they submitted was as 
follows: 


We have learned with deep regret of the death of Dr. Gregg, 
late a member of this Society. Dr. Gregg was widely known in our 
profession, and especially in our School of Medicine, as an author 
of admitted ability, and one holding very radical views regarding the 
science of therapeutics, which views he always maintained with un- 
swerving fidelity. He possessed the confidence of his patients to a re- 
markable degree, and his honesty of purpose was manifest at all times. 

He was remarkably well versed in a knowledge of our materia 
medica, the ground work of the art of prescribing upon the law of 
similars. His labors as a physician for a quarter of a century in this 
city have had a marked effect in educating this community to a cor- 
rect estimate of the principles first enunciated by Hahnemann, and 
so ably upheld by himself. His convictions regarding the treatment 
of disease were so fixed that he would maintain them even at a loss 
of personal benefit. He was kind and genial toward those who dis- 
agreed with him, yet firm in the advocacy of his own views. 

We shall miss his presence in our meetings and in our daily 
rounds of professional life. The many who have read his earnest 
words, in our own country as well as in other portions of the world, 
will as seriously feel the loss to medical literature. We tender to 


the bereaved family our most sincere sympathy; feeling so keenly as 
we do his loss to the profession, we can more fully appreciate the 
greater loss to them. 


L. M. KENYON, 
A. R. WRIGHT, 
J. W. COOK. 


Remarks following by Drs. Kenyon, Hussey, Wright and others 
were indicative of the high esteem in which their late colleague was 
held. 


The Society then adjourned. 








QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE MONROE COUNTY 
HOMCZOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The second quarterly meeting of the Monroe County Homeeo- 
pathic Medical Society was held in the parlors of the Powers Hotel, 
Rochester, on the afternoon of July 19, 1886. Dr. Lee presided. 
After transacting some unimportant preliminary business an inter- 
esting programme was carried out. 
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Dr. M. E. Graham, of Brockport, read an ably written paper on 
“ Dropsy,” arguing that the disease was caused by an overcharge of 
liquid which the absorbants of the body cannot take up. Several 
instances were cited where apocynum was used in its treatment 
with very satisfactory results. Dr. C. E. Walker, of West Henrietta, 
gave several of his experiences in the treatment of dropsy, which 
were in accord with the experience of Dr. Graham. 

Dr, W. P. Fowler, of Rochester, then read an essay upon the treat- 
ment of minor injuries of the eye, giving the most efficacious reme- 
dies for the treatment of a “black eye” or “ecchymosis of the lids,” 
for which the local application of arnica was recommended in case 
the skin is not broken, and also its internal use. He also said that 
the use of leeches is injurious, for they not only fail to extract the 
coagulated blood, but on the other hand actually aggravate the in- 
jury. The treatment of the eye in cases where foreign substances 
have entered it was exhaustively given, and the best means of curing 
burns and scalds of the eyelids were also discussed. Dilute acetic 
acid was recommended for use in cases where lime, either slacked 
or unslacked, enters the eye. He also said that water should never 
be used to bathe the eye until all lime is removed or neutralized. 
Dr. Bissell recommended that when a foreign substance was sup- 
posed to be in the cornea of the eye, and it could not be seen, ob- 
lique illumination be used to disclose it. He also recommended 
the use of cocaine as a soothing application. 

A paper treating of chloral hydrate was read by Dr. Carman, in 
which he told of several experiments made upon cats, where the 
power of that drug, when used in small doses to produce sleep, was 
shown, one instance being cited where the cat slept for nearly twenty- 
four hours before recovering consciousness. Where large quantities 
of the drug were used the animal died in from five to ten hours. 
Dr. Bissell considered chloral hydrate a very dangerous drug, and 
preferred the nse of morphine for producing sleep. Dr. Wolcott 
suggested that it would be a good plan for Dr. Carman to continue 
his experiments in the back yard of every physician in the society. 

Dr. C. E. Walker read a well-written essay on “ Tetanoid Para- 
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plegia,” and received the close attention of all present. He was 
followed by Dr. E. J. Bissell, whose paper on “ Asthenopic Head- 
ache”’ was full of new ideas and was well received. Dr. Bissell 
showed conclusively that many forms of headache are caused by 
some imperfection in the eye, sometimes in the outer muscles, and 
sometimes in the refractory organs. He cited a number of instan- 
ces where patients had been cured of a chronic headache by the 
proper treatment of the eyes, usually by the use of glasses. 

Dr. Sumner, as chairman of the committee having in charge the 
contemplated homeopathic hospital, reported that the trustees had 
been selected, but that it was deemed advisable not to complete the 
incorporation until a special act of the legislature can be secured 
during the next session. Dr. Sumner is working earnestly for the 
hospital, and with such a leader we are sure to succeed. 

The meeting then adjourned to meet again at the Powers Hotel, 


Oct. 20. 
Epwin H. Wo tcotTt, Secretary. 


OBITUARY. 


Death of Dr. Rollin R. Gregg. 

On the afternoon of August 4th, at about half-past four o’clock, 
Dr. Rollin R. Gregg died at the family residence, 664 Main street, 
Buffalo, after a lingering illness. He had had several attacks of 
sickness during the past few years, his strength of constitution never 
having been equal to the demands his large practice made upon 
it, so that his life has been a succession of struggles with disease, 
his medical skill always proving victorious until weakened by a 
severe illness a year ago, and a winter of hard work. Last spring 
his life forces seemed to begin giving away and he gradually failed, 
with no particular organic disease, until the end. 

The following brief sketch of Dr. Gregg will be of interest to 
the large number of friends and acquaintances to whom the notice 
of his death, though not unexpected, will bring great sorrow. 
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Rollin Robinson Gregg, M. D., was born in Palmyra, N. Y., 
August 19, 1828, and removed with his parents to Adrian, Michigan, 
when five years old. He began the study of medicine in 1849, with 
Dr. Rufus Kibbe, the family physician, an allopathist. In 1850 he 
went back to Palmyra and began the study of homceopathy with an 
uncle, Dr. Durfee Chase, and took courses of lectures in the homeeo- 
pathic colleges in Cleveland and Philadelphia, graduating from the 
latter college in March, 1853. In May, 1853, he removed to Canan- 
daigua, N. Y., where he practiced medicine in partnership with Dr. 
Lyman West, until 1861, when he came to Buffalo. His ability as a 
physician and a writer soon gave him local and national prominence. 
In 1869 he established a medical journal called the Homeopathic 
Journal, which he edited for two years, when he was obliged to dis- 
continue it on account of ill health. He was the author of “ An 
Illustrated Repertory” and “A Treatise on Diphtheria,” the latter 
of which has met with a large sale among physicians. He was a 
contributor to many medical journals; was a senior member of the 
American Institute of Homoeopathy; member of the Erie County 
Homeopathic Medical Society; New York State Homceopathic 
Medical Society; Homceopathic Medical Society of Western New 
York; Homeceopathic Medical Society of Central New York, 
and the International Hahnemannian Association, of which he 
was president in 1885. Articles from his pen have been pub- 
lished in the local press from time to time. One, several years ago, 
upon “The Physical Evils of Alcohol,” created great interest, and 
was extensively copied throughout the country; and his more re- 
cent article, representing his decided views upon some of the most 
interesting and vital questions in pathology, excited wider than 
national interest, and will be remembered by many. 

He was a plain, unostentatious man, an indefatigable student, 
extremely conscientious in his practice, rigidly carrying out his con- 
victions of what was best for his patients’ welfare, regardless of 
every other motive, and may truly be said to have given his life for 
others. -Notwithstanding his large practice and studious habits, 
for years he devoted one afternoon of each week to prescribing free 
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of charge for all the poor who would come to him, until becoming 
too great a tax upon his strength, he was obliged to discontinue it. 

He was a most indulgent man to his family, always ready and 
willing to gratify their every wish. He was married in Canandai- 
gua, September 8, 1858, to Hattie E. Williams, who with two chil- 
dren, Ida Williams Gregg and Edward Rollin Gregg, survive him. 











Hews and Miscellany. 


Carpuus Marianus.—Carduus marianus ‘is an excellent remedy 
in affections of the liver, spleen and kidneys (leucocythemia), 
when caused by abuse of alcoholic beverages, and especially beer, 
and by prolonged sojourn under ground, as in tunnels, mines, etc., 
and when ferrum, nux vomica, carbo. veg., and graphites, although 
apparently well indicated, are without effect. 

Case 1.—A workman in the gold and silver mines at Béck- 
stein, near Gastein, suffered for some years from the disease called 
in Germany Die Bergsucht, or mountain phthisis, a complex of dis- 
orders of the stomach, spleen and kidneys, with insomnia, want of 
appetite, mental irritability, langor, and general weakness. After 
a fortnight’s use of the drug, in the tincture, four drops four times 
a day, his pale color had given place to a rosy tint, his eyes, which 
before were dim, had become bright, his despondency had disap- 
peared. his voice was strong and the activity of the limbs had re- 
turned. He said to me, “ You have made a new man of me; only 
now do I understand the value of health.” He had no return of 
the trouble. 

Case 2.—A cook, who had, as is common with most cooks, lost 
her appetite, acquired the habit of taking strong liquors and beer. 
After a'time she was found to have cirrhosis of the liver, and little 
by little general dropsy supervened. Her figure was no longer re- 
cognizable. Her legs and arms were swollen and as hard as wood. 
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The urine was small in amount, the stools pale and diminished in 
quantity. Nux vomica had no beneficial influence, but after the 
use of the tincture of carduus marianus, four drops per day, the 
amelioration went on so rapidly that at the end of a fortnight the 
whole trouble was cured. The cure has remained permanent, but 
the patient has given up her occupation as a cook. 

Case 3.—A workman in a brewery became extremely hydropic, 
and received a vial containing 10 grammes (24 drs.) of the tincture 
of card. mar. with like success; but believing that the remedy was 
a purgative, and that four drops were not sufficient to cause an 
evacuation, he took the whole amount in one dose without its pro- 
ducing any markedly bad results. It cured him very quickly. 

Observations.—I am convinced that carduus mar. is especially in- 
dicated when there is a relaxed state of the mucous membrane of 
the stomach, as evidenced by recurring flatulence and diarrhcea, 
especially when the stools are clay-colored. The active part of the 
remedy is found in the seed coats and not in the kernel or nucleus. 
The color of the tincture ought to be brownish-red. A dose of two 
or three drops per day will be sufficient, and the remedy does not 
require any particular regimen to be followed. It was a popular 
medicine in the time of Theophrastus, Paracelsus, and Rademacher. 
—Dr. G. Préll, of Nice, in Revue Hom. Belge., xii., 10. 








Diet IN ALBUMINURIA.—After passing in review the principal 
theories which have been given regarding the pathogenesis of albu- 
minuria, Nollet offers the following conclusions: 

1. Milk diet has as yet given the best results in the treatment 
of albuminuria. 

z. This method is not applicable to all forms, and if too pro- 
longed may produce serious inconveniences for the patient. 

3. The albuminuric should avoid large meals; eating frequently, 
but little at a time. 

4. Individual susceptibility must determine the sorts of animal 
food least injurious to the patient. 

5. Fish appears to favor the passage of albumen. 
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BATHING.—Every one should bathe, some people more fre- 
quently than others, and the essential accompaniments to a bath are 
good sense, good soap and a rough towel; the first and last to be 
used at each bath, the soap but once a week. The time occupied 
is important; most people stay in the water too long. The plunge- 
bath takes but a moment, the shower or sponge-bath should not ex- 
ceed five minutes. Reaction is established most quickly after the 
plunge-bath; it, therefore, is the best one to use. After a bath the 
skin should be wiped dry, then rubbed with a coarse towel or flesh 
brush until it becomes aglow. Once a week soap and warm water 
should precede the cold bath; if the latter be omitted the skin is 
left in a relaxed and anemic condition—the acne skin. 

Persons with such a skin are subject to catarrhal inflammation 
of the mucous membranes. Delicate people who cannot easily over- 
come the chill of a cold bath in the morning should bathe at night 
in a warm room and get into bed thereafter; even then it is some- 
times necessary to elevate the temperature of the water, for a pleas- 
ureable sensation of warmth should always follow a bath. If this 
be not experienced, harm will ensue. The advantages of sea-bath- 
ing are two-fold; the effect of the surf and the salts therein con- 
tained both act beneficially. Delicate persons, therefore, take more 
kindly to cold sea-bathing than to any other form of cold bath. 
Withhold sea-bathing from persons having a tender or an irritable 
skin, lest an eczematious condition be established. Likewise sea- 
bathing should be withheld from any one who has an acute inflam- 
matory disease, such as eczema, lichen, or pityriasis. 








VACCINATION.—In 1874 Germany made re-vaccination compul- 
sory. The re-vaccination was ordered just before the child left 
school at twelve years of age. Prior to this law the deaths from 


small-pox were 15 to 20 per 100,000 population; since the law was 


enacted the mortality has varied from 0.3 to 3.6 per 100,000; while 
in Austria, where no compulsory law is in force, the number reaches 
50 to 82 per 100,000, Not a single case of variola has occured in 
the German army since 1874. 
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NUTRITION AND WATER.—M. Debove has been experimenting 
with a view to test the influence of water on nutrition. His house- 
surgeon, M. Flameng, lived for thirty-eight days on meat (raw, or 
boiled. to shreds), well-baked new bread and water. When his 
weight remained stationary the allowance of water was doubled and 
trebled, but the allowance of food remained the same. No increase 
either in the weight or in’the quantity of urea excreted could be 
noticed. Two other persons subjected to similar treatment gave 
the same result, hence M. Debove concludes that water has no 
effect on nutrition when the quantity reaches a certain degree. 
Abstinence from water would disturb digestion, hence patients de- 
prived of water grow thin. 








IcE IN THE SicK Room.—A correspondent of the ational 
Druggist thus writes: 

The writer's son suffered with typhoid fever during the heated 
term of last summer, when the temperature of the room often 
rose to 90° or 95°, and the patient’s temperature ran up to 105° F. 
and over. , 

A number of tubs were placed in the room and kept filled with 
ice, and the doors kept closed. The temperature of the room sank 
to 80° or less, an average of 12° to 15° below the temperature of the 
other rooms in the house, and the cooler atmosphere not only 
added to the comfort of the patient, but aided in keeping down the 
body-temperature, and materially contributed to a final recovery. 

We.would strongly urge the use of ice in the room as a measure 
of comfort and luxury for all who are confined to their beds during 
hot summer days. 








ADVERTISERS’ NOTES. 

—It is with pleasure that we call the attention of our readers to tlie new adver- 
tisement in this issue of Otis Clapp & Son, of Boston. This firm has a well-de- 
served and enviable reputation for the quality of their preparations, and the care 
with which they are made. All who try the ‘‘ Trituration Tablets” made by Otis 
Clapp & Son are sure to be pleased. 

—Among the new advertisments this month will be seen those of the New 
York Homeegpathic Medical College, T. F. Allen, M. D., LL. D., Dean, and of . 
Pulte Medical College, Cincinnati, J. D. Buck, M.D., Dean. Before choosing a , 
college the student will do well to write for announcement. 
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—Dr. Livezey writes: ‘‘ While wintering in Florida I met with my annual 
patient, a young lady of twenty-eight, from Chicago, who was sent hither three or 
four years ago in order to pass out into the ‘‘ spirit land” comfortably, who is now 
being troubled with poor appetite, a slight but distressing nausea, great debility, 
irregular menstruation, excessive cardiac action on the least exertion, &c. I ordered 
I oz. bottle of Lactopeptine of the N. Y. Pharmacal Association’s manufacture, 
and she improved at once. Soon after she met a lady friend, who told her she 
ought to take Lactopeptine, stating what wonders it has done her, who was troubled 
‘*just the same way” (of course). ‘‘ Why, bless me,” said my patient, ‘‘ that is 
just what my doctor prescribed for me, and I am doing nicely.” By the time she 
finished the small vial she declared she never felt better in her life. 

N. B.—She has taken since Lactopeptine, Elixir, Calisaya, Iron and Bismuth 
with excellent results.— 7he Medical Summary. 

—Write to Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., of Rochester, for price list of snper- 
ior microscopes, optical instruments, etc., and mention this journal. 

—Peacock’s Bromides is a valuable remedy, and I can heartily recommend it 
to the profession where the use of such a preparation is indicated. It takes the 
place in our list of remedies that has long been needed. It is all that is claimed 
for it.—A. M. Chord, M. D., Logansport, Ind. 

—DyYSMENORRH@A.—Girl, 15 years of age. Commenced to menstruate at 14. 
For nine months previous to treatment had not been free from pain in lumbar 
region. A scanty coffee-colored flow, attended with intense pain, at irregular in- 
tervals. Cephalalgia, nausea and constipation, superadded, had rendered her 
peevish, melancholy and anemic. Administered one bottle of Aletris Cordial, 
teaspoonful doses, quieted pain with suitable analgesics, and in two months dis- 
continued all treatment. Heard from heras follows: Had menstruated once with 
scarcely any pain, the color was normal, her lumbar distress had disappeared, and 
color was returning to her cheeks. Can highly recommend the Aletris Cordial and 
shall expect great results myself.—H. S. Drake, M. D., Middleboro, Mass. 

—We take pleasure in advising physicians, who contemplate purchasing bat- 
teries and electrical appliances, to write to the McIntosh Galvanic and Faradic 
Battery Co., of Chicago. Their work always gives satisfaction. 

—Whiskey, when prescribed properly, is a most necessary stimulant in many 
troubles. Physicians should use care in specifying the kind to be used. E. N. 
Cook & Co.’s ‘*‘ Golden Grain” is excellent and has a wide reputation. 

—Physicians, buy your buggies and carriages of A. E. Perren, Buffalo, N. Y. 
He has a large and varied assortment. Mention THE INVESTIGATOR. 

—Physicians and surgeons in and around Buffalo canhot fail to find anything 
and everything required in practice at one or all of Buffalo's first class drug-stores. 
They all advertise in 1) HE INVESTIGATOR and are Lyman & Jeffrey, T. M. John- 
son, Harries Bro’s, Wm. Coulson, Stoddard Bro’s, and the Rieffenstahl Bro’s. 
Mention THE INVESTIGATOR. 
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—The preparations of Chapman, Green & Co., Chicago, may be used both in- 
ternally and externally when necessary. Write for samples and catalogue, and 
mention THE INVESTIGATOR. 

—The reliable and enterprising manufacturing chemists, Parke, Davis & Co., 
of Detroit, have placed upon the market a fine preparation, Coca Cordial. Send 
for working circular and sample, and mention THE INVESTIGATOR. 

—The curative properties of Fellows’ Hypo-phos-phites are attributable to 
stimulant, tonic and nutritive qualities, whereby the various organic functions are 
recruited. It is an indispensible remedy and tonic. Write for sample and men- 
tion THE INVESTIGATOR. 

— Physicians living in and around Rochester should purchase their supplies 
from the reliable firms of E. H. Davis & Co., Ballard & Hurlburt, and ‘C. F. Paine 
& Co., all of Rochester. Read their advertisements, and in corresponding men- 
tion THE INVESTIGATOR. 

—Effervescent Bromide of Potassium and Caffeine is useful in sleeplessness, 
over-exercise of brain, nervous debility, etc. It is quick in its action and pleasant 
to take. Write to Wm. M. Warner & Co., New York, for sample, and mention 
THE INVESTIGATOR. 

—Caswell, Hazard & Co., New York, offer the profession a long list of superior 
Tablet Triturates at reasonable prices. These tablets are readily soluble in ten 
minims of luke-warm water, and may be administered hypodermically without 
causing the formation of abscesses. Write for price list and mention THE INVEs- 
TIGATOR. 

—The Buffalo Homceopathic Pharmacy, H. T. Appleby, proprietor, has in 
stock a full line of first-class tinctures, triturates, dilutions, globules, and in fact 
everything that a good pharmacy should have. In corresponding mention THE IN- 
VESTIGATOR. 

—T. V. Dickinson, Buffalo, keeps a full line of glasses, optical instruments, 
and jewelry of all descriptions. Call in or examine, or write for prices. Mention 
THE INVESTIGATOR. 

—Colden’s Liquid Beef Tonic hasa wide reputation. Write to C. N. Critten- 
ton, 115 Fulton St., New York City, for samples, and mention THE INVESTIGATOR. 

—Geo. R. Fuller, of Rochester, manufactures all kinds of crutches, artificial 


limbs, etc. Those who need such articles will do well to write for catalogue and 
prices. 
—J. H. Ullenbruch & Co., Buffalo, fill prescriptions for glasses, and also have 


in stock batteries, thermometers, microscopes and all optical instruments. Write 
for prices and mention this journal. 

—Just before going to press we have received the advertisment of the ‘‘ Hahne- 
mann Medical College and Hospital,” of Chicago. Students, before selecting 
their college, should write to Dr. E. S. Bailey, Registrar, 3034 Michigan Ave., 
Chicago. 





